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Commentary on Isaiah chapters 15,16,17, by Chuck Smith 5.10.23
Chapter 15

Now in chapter 15, he turns his attention against Moab, that area that lies just east of
the Jordan and of the Dead Sea. And he begins to speak of the destruction of Moab and
of some of the major cities in Moab. The cities that are destroyed at night.

Ar is laid waste, and brought to silence; Kir is laid waste, and brought to silence (Isa
15:1);

And these other cities, Bajith and Dibon, and so forth. Howling then over the mountains.
Mount Nebo and Medeba, which is just east and south from Nebo.

on all their heads shall be baldness, and every beard cut off (Isa 15:2).

This when they went into great weeping or mourning over the dead, they would shave
their heads and their beards. It was a sign of great mourning. They would usually put on
sackcloth, shave their head and beard. So everyone's head is shaved. Their beards are
all cut off because of the slaughter that has come upon the inhabitants of Moab, the
howling over the destruction.

In their streets they shall gird themselves with sackcloth (Isa 15:3):

The garment of mourning worn over the bare skin.

on the tops of their houses, and in their streets, every one shall howl, weeping
abundantly. And Heshbon shall cry, and Elealeh (Isa 15:3-4):

These are the cities.
their voice shall be heard even unto Jahaz (Isa 15:4):
From one end of the nation to the other.

therefore the armed soldiers of Moab shall cry out; his life shall be grievous unto him.
My heart shall cry out for Moab; his fugitives shall flee unto Zoar, an heifer of three
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years old: for by the mounting up of Luhith with weeping shall they go it up; for in the
way of Horonaim they shall raise up a cry of destruction (Isa 15:4-5).

And then speaking of the rivers and so forth that will be desolate. Nimrim was a river
towards the south, but it's going to be dry.

the hay is withered (Isa 15:6).
They'll flee down that way, but
the grass fails, there is no green thing (Isa 15:6).

So there will be a drought in that area. And thus, God predicts and describes His
judgment against Moab and the inhabitants of that land.

Now even as God describes the judgment against Moab, yet Moab is to figure yet in the
future, and as we get into chapter 16, we find the place of Moab, which, of course, today
is Jordan. We find its place during the Great Tribulation. And you'll find some very
interesting things in chapter 16 where, this is where we locate the rock city of Petra as
the place where the children of Israel will flee in the middle of the Great Tribulation
when the antichrist comes to Jerusalem and sets himself up in the temple. And chapter
16, the word Sela is rock or petra, the rock. So the rock city of Petra is named here, the
city of Sela. And as you read it, see if you can put it together in your mind, and then we'll
seek to put it together for you next Sunday night as we see God's preservation of a
remnant of His people from the Great Tribulation who flee to the rock city of Petra for
refuge when the antichrist moves to Jerusalem in his great sacrilege against God.

God isn't interested in prophesying about the whole world and the nations of the world
as such. He's interested in one person. And all prophecy centers around Jesus Christ.
The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. So as nations relate to Israel, as Israel
relates to the Messiah, so these nations will come into the light of prophecy. But the
purpose of prophecy is not to give us an unfolding of the whole world scheme, but to
center on one person, the person of Jesus Christ in His first and in His second coming.

The nations that try to destroy Israel before the Messiah came, God deals with them in
prophecy. How He is going to destroy those who are trying to destroy the nation before
the Messiah could come. And then, of course, all of these prophecies that deal now with
the return of Jesus Christ, the establishing of His kingdom and all. But they all really
center around Jesus. So you may be disappointed that the United States doesn't show
up, but when you read some of the things that are said about some of these nations that
do show up, that's sort of nice that He doesn't detail what might happen here.

But come what may, my life is secure in Jesus Christ. And that's the main thing, that you
be found in Him, not clothed in your own righteousness, but the righteousness which
God has given you through your faith in Jesus Christ. That's the only way | want to be
found
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Chapter 16

Now, in these next few chapters that we are covering here in Isaiah, behind the scenes
Assyria is arising as a strong powerful military force. Assyria with its capital city of
Nineveh is becoming extremely powerful and beginning to develop a tremendous army
that will soon be on a campaign of subjugating the world. And so the prophet Isaiah
begins to address himself to some of the various countries roundabout-to Moab, to
Syria, to Ephraim, and all because these nations, Egypt, Ethiopia, are to be in conflict
and in battle with the Assyrians. And so behind these next chapters you have to see the
clouds of war rising from Assyria as they are going to soon begin their sweep down into
this area of the world. And Isaiah is addressing now the nations concerning the
destruction that is sure to come during this Assyrian invasion.

And the first nation that he addresses himself to is the nation of Moab, which is the
present-day Jordan. It lies on the east of the Jordan River from Mount Gilead actually
on south to Mount Seir.

Send ye the lamb to the ruler of the land from Sela (Isa 16:1)

Now Sela is the word rock and from it the word petra and the city of Petra which
happens to be in the area of Moab.

to the wilderness, unto the mount of the daughter of Zion. For it shall be, that, as a
wandering bird cast out of the nest, so the daughters of Moab shall be at the fords of
Arnon. Take counsel, execute judgment; make thy shadow as the night in the midst of
the noonday; hide the outcasts; bewray not him that wandereth. Let mine outcasts dwell
with thee, Moab; be thou a covert to them from the face of the spoiler: for the extortioner
is at an end, the spoiler ceaseth, the oppressors are consumed out of the land. And in
mercy shall the throne be established: and he shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle
of David, judging, and seeking judgment, and hasting righteousness (Isa 16:1-5).

And then he begins his lament over Moab because of their great pride. Now, as we
mentioned earlier as we were studying the prophecies of Isaiah, there's a unique
characteristic in many of the prophets, where they will be talking about a situation that is
close at hand, but there seems to be a dual fulfilment of the prophecy and it reaches on
out to another era and it spans into another time. And so, there is often what we call the
near fulfillment and the far fulfillment of this prophecy.

Now many Bible scholars in the far fulfillment of this prophecy, as God is commanding
Moab to "meet the wandering bird that is cast out of the nest, at the fords of Arnon and
to hide the outcast and betray not him that wanders. And let the outcast dwell with thee,
Moab," there are many Bible scholars who see this in its fulfillment as yet to come when
in the midst of the seven-year period that God has yet to reckon to the nation Israel. For
in Daniel the ninth chapter, the angel said unto Daniel, "There are seventy sevens
determined upon the nation Israel, to finish the transgressions, and to make an end of
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sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness,
and to seal up the prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy One" (Daniel 9:24).

No one understands from the time the commandment goes forth to restore and rebuild
Jerusalem to the coming of the Messiah the Prince will be seven sevens and sixty-two
sevens and the walls will be built again in troublous times. But the Messiah will be cut
off without receiving the kingdom. And the people will end up by being dispersed. Now
Daniel said, "The prince of the people that shall come will make a covenant with Israel
for the seventieth week." Or for this last week, this last period of seven years, but in the
midst of the seven years, he will break the covenant and set up an abomination which
causes desolation.

The disciples came to Jesus one day and they said, "Lord, what will be the sign of Your
coming and the end of the age?" And Jesus began to tell them the signs that they
should watch for, the things that would be transpiring in the earth which would be a
warning to them that they were approaching the end of the age. And as Jesus is talking
to them about the various signs, He does speak to them, talking again to the Jews,
"When you see the abomination of desolation, that was spoken of by Daniel the
prophet, standing in the holy place, then flee to the wilderness. And if you happen to be
on the roof of your house, don't even bother grabbing a coat as you're going through.
Just get out of there as quickly as you can. And if you are out in the field working, don't
even return to your house, but get down to the wilderness just as quickly as possible.”

So the Lord is warning them that the sign of the abomination of desolation. Now He
said, "He that has wisdom understand." Because He said, "There is going to be a time
of Great Tribulation such as the world has never seen before or will ever see again."
Now, we are told in the book of Revelation, chapter 12, that John saw these various
characters, or these various symbolisms. He saw a woman clothed with the moon and
the stars. Twelve stars and the moon. And she was travailing, ready to bring forth a
child. And he saw this great dragon that was seeking to devour the child as soon as it
was born. And he speaks of how the woman brought forth the child which was caught
on up into heaven to his throne. And so the dragon sought to make war against the
remnant of the woman's seed, but God gave to her the wings of an eagle to bear her to
the wilderness place where she is to be nourished for three-and-a-half years.

From a prophetic standpoint, what this is all talking about is that God has one more
seven-year cycle to fulfill in the history of the nation of Israel. The sixty-nine seven-year
cycles were fulfilled from the time of the commandment to restore and rebuild
Jerusalem to the coming of Jesus Christ. The sixty-nine seven-year cycles were fulfilled
actually to the day. For in March 14, 445 B.C. Artaxerxes gave the commandment to
Nehemiah to restore and rebuild Jerusalem and 173,880 days later, 483 years on the
Babylonian calendar, 360 days in the year, Jesus on April the sixth, 32 A.D. made His
triumphant entry in Jerusalem. Fulfilled right on the letter.

But the angel said," There are seventy sevens."” Now Jesus in being cut off, the Messiah
will be cut off. Jesus was cut off. But in being cut off, in His being cut off, He made,
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through His death upon the cross, He made reconciliation for iniquity. He made an end
of our sins. But He did not set up the everlasting kingdom, nor was the most holy place
anointed, nor were the prophecies all fulfilled. So a part of those prophecies are yet
remaining and they will take place at the end of the seventieth seven-year cycle. So
there is one missing seven-year cycle that Jesus, when He was talking with His
disciples, declared that it was a yet future thing.

When the church is taken out of the earth, it will then immediately give rise to the
antichrist. Sometime after the church is removed, | believe that it will pretty much
coincide with the removal of the church, for "that which hinders shall hinder until it is
taken out of the way" (Il Thessalonians 2:7); and then shall that "man of sin be revealed,
the son of perdition” (Il Thessalonians 2:3) who comes forth with all kinds of lies and
deceit and guile. In Revelation chapter 4 you see the church taken up into heaven. "I
saw a door open in heaven: and the first voice was as of a trumpet saying, '‘Come up
hither, and | will show things which will be after' [the church thing]. And immediately |
was caught away by the Spirit into heaven; and there | saw the throne of God and the
emerald type of rainbow about the throne of God. The twenty-four lesser thrones of the
elders and the cherubim as they were worshipping God and the elders as they join in
the worship, falling on their faces and casting their crowns on the glassy sea"
(Revelation 4:1-4,10). Declaring the worthiness of God to receive the praise and the
worship.

And then in chapter 5 he saw the scroll with seven seals in the right hand of Him that
was sitting upon the throne. Heard the angel say, "Whao's worthy to take the scroll and
loose the seal? The title deed to the earth. Who's worthy to take this title deed? To
reclaim the earth. The day of redemption has come. Who is worthy?" And John began
to sob because no man was worthy in heaven, in earth, under the sea to take the scroll
or even to look thereon. And the elders said, "Don't weep, John. Behold, the Lion of the
tribe of Judah hath prevailed to take the scroll, and loose the seal.” And John saw.
Turned and he saw Him as a lamb that had been slaughtered. And he saw Him as He
stepped forth and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him that sat upon the throne.
And immediately the twenty-four elders took little golden bowls that were full of incense
odors, the prayers of the saints. Offer them before God. And they sang a new song,
saying, "Thou art worthy to take the scroll, and loose the seal thereof: for Thou was
slain and You have redeemed us by Your blood out of all of the nations, tribe, kindred,
tongues and people. And You have made us unto our God kings and priests: and we
shall reign with You upon the earth” (Revelation 5:9-10).

The song of the redeemed church in heaven. Only the redeemed church can sing that
song. That is not the song of Israel; it's out of all of the families of the people on the
earth. That is not the song of angels; it's only the song of the redeemed church. "Thou
wast slain, and hast redeemed us by Thy blood." Angels can't sing that song, but they
can sing the chorus, and so they join in. A hundred million strong plus millions and
millions as they sing, "Worthy is the Lamb to receive glory and power and might and
dominion and glories and thrones," and so forth. But we sing the verse.
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And so we get into chapter 6. "And he opened the first seal and the angel said, '‘Come.’
And | saw, and a white horse with his rider came forth conquering and to conquer"
(Revelation 6:1-2). The antichrist, the revelation of the antichrist, it immediately follows
the glorious acclamation of the worthiness of Christ to take the scroll and loose the
seals. So the introduction of the antichrist upon the earth. And one of the first orders of
business of the antichrist as he is putting together the earth once again that has been
ravaged by war when Russia invades the Middle East. So now he's starting to put the
pieces together because Russia has been soundly and thoroughly defeated in her
invasion of the Middle East. He starts to put the pieces together again and the first thing
he does is make a covenant with the nation of Israel.

Now the Bible doesn't say that the covenant includes the rebuilding of the temple, but
that is my own personal feeling and opinion, and it's very strong. That this covenant that
he makes with the nation Israel includes their giving to them the privilege of the
rebuilding of their temple. And when they rebuild their temple, they will not build it on the
site of the Mosque of Omar, or that which is commonly called the Mosque of Omarr,
which in reality is the Dome of the Rock Mosque.

| believe that they'll leave the Dome of the Rock Mosque intact. | believe that they will
build a wall on the north side of the Dome of the Rock Mosque. And in that large area of
some fifteen acres or so they will make provision for the Jews to build their temple,
which many of their scientists now believe is above the site of Solomon's temple. Just
last June one of the archaeologists and scientists in Israel came out with a very
interesting article that was published in the Jerusalem Post in which he declared and
gave his findings for believing that the temple of Solomon actually was north of the
Dome of the Rock Mosque. Which if they can prove and all, which they are seeking to
do, it will be a tremendous kind of a boon for those Jews that are wanting to rebuild their
temple, because it means they can build it without having a holy war. All the Moslems of
the world marching against them. It would be very easy just to put a wall and there is a
verse in Ezekiel that talks about putting a wall along to separate. And in the eleventh
chapter of the book of Revelation where the Lord gave unto John a ruler and said, "Now
go measure the new temple and the court." He said, "Don't measure the outer court
because it's been given to the heathens.” And the Dome of the Rock Mosque stands in
what would have been the outer court of Solomon's temple if Solomon's temple was
there on the north side.

So he'll make a covenant with the nation Israel. But in the midst of the seven-year
period, after three-and-a-half years, he will come to Jerusalem and according to what
Paul tells us in Second Thessalonians, and Jesus spoke about in Matthew 24, and
Daniel spoke about in chapter 9, he will stand in the rebuilt temple and declare himself
to be God. And he will demand that they worship him as God. Now according to the
scriptures, according to Jesus, this is the sign for the Jews to flee out of Jerusalem. Get
out of there as quickly as you can, because the antichrist, the man of sin, is going to
now demand that the Jews worship him as God. And though they had initially hailed him
as the Messiah, at this point they're going to realize that they were mistaken and
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deceived by this man. And Jesus said, "Get out of there as quickly as you can. Don't
bother taking anything with you."

And according to Revelation, God will give to them wings of an eagle to bear them to a
wilderness place where they will be nourished for three-and-a-half years. And the
antichrist will send out an army after them, but the earth will open up and swallow his
army. And so we begin to see the prophetic scene take place. Now where are they
going to the wilderness and where will they be fleeing? Here's where this prophecy of
Isaiah begins to unfold.

Send ye the lamb to the ruler of the land from Petra to the wilderness, unto the mount of
the daughter of Zion. For it shall be, that, as a wandering bird cast out of the nest, so
the daughters of Moab shall be at the fords of Arnon. Take counsel, execute judgment;
make thy shadow as the night in the midst of the noonday; hide the outcasts; betray not
him that wandereth. Let mine outcasts [God says, "mine outcasts"] dwell with thee,
Moab; be thou a covering to them from the face of the spoiler [or from the antichrist]: for
the extortioner [the antichrist] is at an end, the spoiler ceaseth, and the oppressors are
consumed out of the land. [And what will happen?] And in mercy shall the throne be
established: and he [that is, Jesus] shall sit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David,
judging, and seeking judgment, and hastening righteousness (Isa 16:1-5).

Now one further note should be made about this before we move on. And that is, the
day that the antichrist comes, or the man of sin, the son of perdition, the beast, one of
the many names that the scripture gives to him, the spoiler, the extortioner, the day that
he comes and stands in the rebuilt temple and declares that he is God in the midst of
the seven-year period, the day that that takes place, it will be from that day 1,290 days
until Jesus comes again with His church to set up His kingdom upon the earth. So we're
moving down towards this final sequence of events. We are reading constantly of
Russia's threat to move into the Middle East because of her own oil needs. And that will
be the event that will more or less trigger this final sequence of events. For as Russia
moves in, God will soundly defeat Russia. It will give rise to the ten nations of Europe
out of which will arise this man of sin who will make a covenant with the nation of Israel
for seven years. But in the midst of the seven-year period, he'll break the covenant by
coming into the temple declaring that he is God, demanding that he is worshipped as
God, stopping the daily sacrifices and prayers. And 1,290 days later, Jesus coming
again with the church to establish God's kingdom upon the earth.

So at this point the Jews are to flee to the wilderness. God is telling Moab, "Open up
your arms. Receive them. Cover them. Keep them safe from the extortioner and from
the spoiler and all. And hide them. Don't betray them until this time of indignation is over
passed." Time of great tribulation. And of course, until the King comes to sit upon the
throne of David and to establish it in righteousness.

Now he turns to Moab at the immediate condition. Moab has been filled with pride.

he is very proud: filled with haughtiness, and his pride, and his wrath (Isa 16:6):
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Now notice: pride, very proud. Haughtiness, pride, these words in the Hebrew are all a
little different, but they come from the same base or root word. It is like using the word
boast, boastfulness, boasting, and the boaster, and so forth. It's the same root word in
the Hebrew as it speaks of the great pride of Moab.

Therefore shall Moab howl for Moab, every one shall howl: for the foundations of
Kirhareseth shall ye mourn; surely they are stricken (Isa 16:7).

And so it tells about how that this tremendous... the vineyard for which Moab was
famous were going to be trampled under the soldiers that were to come. They would no
longer be trampling... the people would no longer be trampling the grapes in the
winepresses. Now there was a cry that the people used to sort of as they would stomp
the grapes in the winepresses they would cry, "Haddad! Haddad! Haddad!" With every,
you know, "Haddad! Haddad! Haddad!" as they were stepping down the grapes and
crushing them. And so the prophet is saying this cry Haddad! will no longer be heard in
the winepresses, but it will be heard by the marching of the soldiers that are trampling
down the vineyards. They will be coming marching to the, "Haddad! Haddad! Haddad!
Haddad!" and it will be a not a sign of, not a shout of rejoicing, but a sound of the
conquering armies of the Assyrians who shall destroy the marvelous vineyards of Moab.

And in verses 13 and 14 he declares that this judgment against Moab will actually come
within a three-year span of time. And within three years, Assyria conquered over Moab.
And as the result, Moab will become, though she was very proud and all, she'll become
very small and feeble.

Chapter 17

Now he turns his prophecy against Damascus, which, of course, was the capital of
Syria. Now Syria and the Northern Kingdom of Israel had confederated together to
stand against Assyria. As Assyria became a very definite threat, Syria knew that she
could not stand against Assyria alone so she sought to confederate with Ephraim and
Manasseh, the major tribes of the Northern Kingdom. And they were hoping by a
confederation to stop the Assyrian invasion. And so he prophesies first against
Damascus, but then he begins to weave in also Ephraim and Manasseh, declaring that
even through their confederation they will not be able to withstand the Assyrian invasion
that they were going to all of them fall at the hands of the Assyrians.

The burden of Damascus. Behold, it is taken away from being a city, and it is going be a
ruinous heap (Isa 17:1).

The Assyrians are going to just smash down Damascus.

The cities of Aroer are forsaken (Isa 17:2):
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And in these places where the cities once existed, they will now be herding their flocks
of sheep and it will be so desolate from people that the sheep won't even be bothered
by people. The sheep will be grazing in what was once the cities of Syria.

The fortress also shall cease from Ephraim (Isa 17:3),
Coming down now to the Northern Kingdom of Israel.

and the kingdom from Damascus, and the remnant of Syria: they shall be as the glory of
the children of Israel, saith the LORD of hosts. And in that day it shall come to pass, that
the glory of Jacob shall be made thin, and the fatness of his flesh shall wax [thin,] lean.
And it shall be as when the harvestman gathereth the corn, and reapeth the ears with
his arm; and it shall be as he that gathereth ears in the valley of Rephaim. Yet gleaning
grapes shall be left in it, and the shaking of an olive tree, two or three berries in the top
(Isa 17:3-6)

In other words, God is declaring that the inhabitants are going to be destroyed. They will
be like the gleaning of an olive tree. There will just be a few berries on the top. There
will be just a few grapes left on the vine, but it's like the Assyrians have come through
and harvested and wiped out the majority of people and just a few people remain.

The Assyrians were extremely cruel people. According to the record of history, there
were many cities, which, when were surrounded by the Assyrian army and it was
obvious that there was no chance of escape, much like Masada the entire populace of
the city would commit suicide. Rather than to be captured by the Assyrians, because
they treated their captives so cruelly. They would pull out their tongues. They would
gouge out their eyes. They would commit all kinds of atrocities against the captives. And
so people were extremely fearful of Assyria and would oftentimes, entire cities you'd
have a mass suicide rather than being taken captive by these Assyrians.

Here the whole thing is fitting together. Assyria is getting ready to move against Moab,
getting ready to move against Syria and against the Northern Kingdom of Israel and
they are all going to fall. The Northern Kingdom of Israel is going to be left just a few
people. Just like a few berries in the top of the olive tree. Just a few grapes in a
vineyard that has already been harvested. Just the gleaning.

At that day shall a man look to his Maker, and his eyes shall have respect to the Holy
One of Israel (Isa 17:7).

Those that remain will be turning to God.
He will not look to the altars (Isa 17:8),

That they have created. The worship of Baal and the groves and so forth that they have
made. The false worship for which God's judgment came against them.
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In that day shall his strong cities be as a forsaken bough, and an uppermost branch,
which they left because of the children of Israel: and there shall be desolation. Because
you hast forgotten the God of your salvation, you have not been mindful of the Rock of
your strength, therefore you shall plant pleasant plants, and shall set it with strange
slips: In the day shalt thou make thy plant to grow, and in the morning that thou shall
make thy seed to flourish: but the harvest shall be a heap in the day of grief and of
desperate sorrow (Isa 17:9-11).

So because they had forgotten God, they had turned away from Him and were
worshipping these other gods, the reason why God has allowed this judgment using
Assyria as His tool of judgment to destroy Syria and the Northern Kingdom of Israel with
its capital Samaria. But yet, though Assyria is used as a tool of God's judgment, God
turns His word against Assyria.

Woe to the multitude of many people, which make a noise like the noise of the seas (Isa
17:12);

In other words, the noise of their armies coming is just like the roar of the sea.

and to the rushing of nations, that make a rushing sound, like the rushing of mighty
waters! The nations shall rush like the rushing of many waters: but God shall rebuke
them, and they shall flee far off, and shall be chased as the chaff of the mountains
before the wind, and like a rolling thing before the whirlwind. And behold at eveningtide
trouble; and before the morning he is not (Isa 17:12-14).

God will wipe them out. In the evening they'll be there, but in the morning they'll not be
there. Now here is a hint at the destruction of the Assyrians. The Assyrians did come.
They did conquer the Northern Kingdom of Israel. They did conquer Moab. They did
even go down and conquer Ashdod and on down into Egypt and Ethiopia. But they did
not conquer Judah. Now here in Judah, as the Assyrians were coming and all, Hezekiah
was the king, and Isaiah was his counselor; he was saying, "Hey, don't worry about it.
They're not going to conquer us. Don't be afraid. God is going to stand for us. Now don't
worry about it. You're not going to have to fight this battle. This is the Lord's battle. He is
going to stand up and fight for us."” And Isaiah was telling him, "Hey, you don't have to
worry about this. God's going to take care of things."

But, of course, Hezekiah was busy building the tunnel from the spring of Gihon over the
pool of Siloam to bring the water into the city so that they would have water in the city
when the Assyrians invaded and cut the city off and all. But yet, all the while Isaiah was
encouraging the king to trust in the Lord that God would deliver. And the Assyrians
brought their invading army against Jerusalem. And they were making all of their
threats; the Rabshakeh said to the men, "Where is the God of the Samarians? Where is
the God of the Syrians? Where is the God of the Egyptians? We wiped them all out.
Don't let Hezekiah lead you into a false trust of your God saying our God will deliver.
What God is able to deliver from the hand of the Assyrians?" And blaspheming God.
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Isaiah said, "Watch this now. God's going to take care of him. Don't worry about it,
Hezekiah." Hezekiah took the letter, he spread it out before the Lord; he wept. He said,
"God, look what they're saying. Look what they're doing.” And an angel of the Lord went
through the camp of the Assyrians and in one night he wiped out 185,000 of their
frontline troops. When the Israelis awoke in the morning and looked over the wall to see
their enemy, they were nothing but corpses on the ground. In a night, in the morning
they'll not be there. And of course, the Lord... We'll get out into a little bit further where...
Actually there were so many corpse that the birds and the beasts feed on them for a
long time. You can imagine what a feast that would be for vultures. Hundred and eighty-
five thousand carcasses to feed on. "In the evening time, trouble; and before the
morning it's gone, they are not."

This is the portion of them that spoil us, and the lot of them that rob us (Isa 17:14).

This is God's judgment against Assyria.
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